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Commissions representing the Nicaraguan government and the Catholic Church hierarchy were
scheduled to meet Sept. 30. The meeting agenda was not released to the press. Early on Sept. 27,
Ortega met with Cardinal Obando y Bravo and eight bishops separately. With the exception of an
accord to continue dialogue through two commissions, details of the three-hour meeting were not
disclosed. According to Cuban news agency PRENSA LATINA, Ortega stressed the importance
of respect for the laws of the nation by all bishops, and that they must refrain from supporting US
aggression. He also reportedly proposed that Vega and Carballo return to the country. The latter
issue was apparently a crucial item for discussion at the Sept. 30 encounter. Tensions between
the Church and the government emerged in 1980, when some bishops headed by then-Bishop
Miguel Obando y Bravo expressed opposition to the revolutionary regime's objectives and practice.
Tensions came to a head in June 1986 when Bishops Bismark Carballo and Pablo Vega made public
their support for US aid to the contra armies. At that time the Sandinista government accused both
clergymen of betraying their country, and both were prohibited from living in Nicaragua until such
time as they break relations with US aggression. The Sept. 30 meeting marks the ninth Churchstate encounter since January 14. The two sides agreed to resume official talks after President
Ortega's proposal for renewed talks in Chicago during a tour of the United States in July. Some local
observers argue that the ecclesiastical hierarchy's acceptance of further talks may be a sign that the
Church has decided to change its tactics from confrontation to detente. An important actor in the
Church-state dialogue is the Vatican's representative in Nicaragua, Monsignor Pablo Giglio. The
Sept. 27 meeting between Obando y Bravo and Ortega took place at the Papal Nuncio's residence.
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